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One effect of the extensive processes of globalization has been an increasing demand for cross-
border legal services that must take account of several national, international or supranational legal
systems and cultures. The international practice of law at law firms, corporate legal departments and
consulting organizations has become a significant field of work for lawyers and shows considerable
potential for growth. The increasing internationalization of law and legal culture is also changing the
conditions under which international lawyers operate.

At the same time, education in this field has also become more international. In Switzerland as well
as in other continental European jurisdictions this trend calls for a new focus for education and re-
search from an international perspective. The author’s study sets out an overall concept for the re-
shaping of legal education in this field, which draws together all the players involved both inside and
outside of universities into a single network and takes account of the interaction of law and com-
merce. He describes the new professional roles of international lawyers and managers working to-
gether in commerce and management in international legal matters and sets out two possible agendas
for educational reform at university level in this field. The first proposal could be implemented with-
out a general reform of higher education; the second is based on a fundamental reform of the struc-
ture of university studies. The author underlines the need for a theoretical basis for this new educa-
tional focus and sets out possible fields of research on law and management with the purpose to train
a new international lawyer and a new international manager co-operating on bringing law into ac-
tion.

This publication is a translation of the book in German: Die Internationalisierung von Lehre und
Forschung - eine Agenda für die interdisziplinär ausgerichtete Ausbildung zum in Wirtschaft und
Management tätigen International Lawyer, Basel/Genf/Munich, 2000, which has been written for the
Annual Meeting of the Swiss Lawyers Association held at St. Gallen in fall of 2000.

Transatlantica – Culture, Language and Law in a Transatlantic Context

Transatlantica – Culture, Language and Law in a Transatlantic Context is a new series of books
published by Schulthess (Zurich) and Kluwer Law International (The Hague/London/Boston) and
edited by Jens Drolshammer and Nedim Peter Vogt. Members of the advisory board are Klaus Böhl-
hoff, Jacques Buhart, David Crystal, Lloyd Cutler, Detlev Vagts and Wolfgang Wiegand.

This series is intended to address general issues of the transatlantic interface and interaction between
the Anglo-American and the continental European legal systems. Furthermore this series shall offer
a forum for a re-launch of the transatlantic discourse on culture, language and law.
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The following volumes of this new series Transatlantica – Culture, Language and Law in a Transat-
lantic Context will start to appear in Winter 2002/2003:

1. Volume 1: Jens Drolshammer/Nedim Peter Vogt, English as the Language of Law? – An
Essay on the Legal Lingua Franca of a Shrinking World (Winter 2002/2003)

2. Volume 2: Jens Drolshammer, The Effects of Globalization on Legal Education – An Agenda
from a European Perspective for the Interdisciplinary Training of a New International Com-
mercial Lawyer (Winter 2002/2003)


